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mention of sources, all allusion to the late work done by the Jesuit Father Fischer 
on the subject. 

Second, The Voyages of Columbus and of John Cabot, edited by Professor 
Edward Gaylord Bourne. 

The collection, edited by Prof. Bourne with his usual ability, comprises good 
translations of the articles of agreement between the Catholic Kings and Co- 
lumbus (April 17th, 1492), of the Title granted to Columbus of "Admiral, Vice- 
roy and Governor of the Islands and Mainland that may be discovered" — (April 
30th, 1492) — the (anonymous) Journal of the first voyage of Columbus, said to 
be in the handwriting of Las Casas. — Columbus' letter to Luis de Santangel on 
his first voyage (dated 15th of February, 1493, with postscript of March 14th). — 
The letter of Columbus to the King and Queen, without date. — The letter of Dr. 
Chanca, on the second voyage (no date). — Narrative of the third Voyage of 
Columbus, from Las Casas, "Historia de las Indias". — Letter of Columbus to the 
Nurse of Prince John (of the year 1500 when on his return to Spain). — Letter of 
Columbus on the fourth Voyage. (July 7th, 1503.) By publishing these docu- 
ments together, Prof. Bourne has rendered easily accessible to the English reading 
public Columbian sources of importance, less known than the reports by the 
Admiral. 

In the few pages devoted to the Voyages of John Cabot, documents are placed 
within reach of the reader, that otherwise would be of difficult access. 

A map of the voyages of Columbus and a reproduction of the Cantino map 
of 1502, as well as of the first page of Columbus' letter of 1493 printed in Spanish, 
illustrate the book. 

Volume II is devoted to "Spanish Explorers in the Southern United States" 
and contains the translations of : 

The Narrative of Cabeza de Vaca. — Narrative of the Expedition of Hernando 
de Soto, by the Gentleman of Elvas. — Narrative of the Expedition of Coronado, 
by Castaneda. 

This volume is accompanied by a fac-simile of the title-page of Cabeza de 
Vaca's report, printed in 1542, a contemporaneous map of the wanderings of de 
Soto, and a modern one of Coronado's march. 

An Apology.— Almost complete blindness, and consequent inability to consult documentary 
material, were the cause of an error in our review of the " Coleccion de Libros y Documentos," edited 
by Senor Serrano y Sanz (Bulletin. May, 1908, pp. 315-317). We stated that the manuscript of the 
oydor Zurita, which he announces as one of his next issues, had already been printed. Such is not the 
case; it will be published for the first time by Sr. Serrano y Sanz, and we gladly make this correction, 
with sincere regret for the error. A. F. B. 

Landeskunde und Wirtschaftsgeographie des Festlandes Austra- 
lien. Von Dr. Kurt Hassert. (Sammlung Goschen.) 184 pp., 8 Photo- 
graphic Illustrations, 6 Diagrams, and a Map. J. G. Goschen'sche Verlags- 
handlung, Leipzig, 1907. (Price, 80 pf.) 
Probably the best compendium yet made of the geography, industries, and 
commerce of the Commonwealth of Australia. Dr. Hassert is a well-known 
authority on anthropo-geography. Thirty pages are given to the physiography 
and climate of Australia; twenty-five pages to the flora and fauna; thirteen 
pages to the aboriginal, and eighteen to the immigration, population. The re- 
sources, industries, trade and communications fill fifty-seven pages and the volume 
closes with general considerations on the Commonwealth and its several States. 
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A feature always prominent in the small books of this collection is that, while the 
treatment is concise, adequate expression seldom fails to be given to every essen- 
tial. The Germans are fortunate to have at their hand scientific compendiums 
so admirable and costing so little. 

Geographische Studien. Von Prof. Dr. S. Giinther. 172 pp. 

Strecker & Schroder, Stuttgart, 1907. (Price, M. 4.) 
This well-known physical geographer treats first of geographical acoustic 
problems, such as Tonende Sand (sounding sands in the Hawaiian Islands and 
elsewhere), Musikalische Naturklange (natural musical sounds, as singing val- 
leys in the Alps), and Abrupte Knalle (sudden reports), as the Barisal Guns of 
the Ganges delta. The author gives his views of these sounds and their genesis. 
His other chapters deal with the Antarctic problem, the history of the investi- 
gation of earthquakes, and memorial papers on Eduard Richter and Ferdinand 
von Richthofen. 

Australasia. Vol. II. Malaysia and the Pacific Archipelagoes. 
By F. H. H. Guillemard. xvi and 574 pp., 47 Illustrations, 16 Maps, and 
Index. Stanford's Compendium of Geography and Travel (New Issue). 
Edward Stanford, London, 1908. (Price, 15s.) 

In the fourteen years since the first issue of this work, geographical explora- 
tion has made much progress, especially in the large islands of New Guinea, 
Borneo, and Celebes. The new edition is, therefore, timely, for it brings geo- 
graphical discoveries and surveys of ocean depths down to date and also records 
many political changes that have taken place in recent years in the vast regions 
of Oceania. 

It is observed that in the new map of New Guinea "Snow Mountains" are 
marked along the eastern extension of the Charles Louis Mountains, the portion 
of this great chain where much exploratory work has recently been done. Dr. 
A. H. Keane, who has revised this edition, calls special attention to the fact that 
the joint labours of Dutch, German, and British explorers and officials have 
shown that the Charles Louis, Bismarck, Albert Victor, and Owen Stanley Moun- 
tains "form a continuous, lofty and in part snowy range which traverses the 
whole island from west to east and in many of its sections maintains great alti- 
tudes of from 12,000 to 16,000 feet." Kersting, Lauterbach, MacGregor, Knuts- 
ford and others have contributed to this discovery that a central backbone of 
mountains extends clear across the island. 

Further particulars are given in the chapter on New Guinea where it is said 
that the eastward extension of the Charles Louis Mountains contains the loftiest 
known peaks in the whole area between the Himalayas and the Andes; also that 
the eastern continuation of this central system through German and British New 
Guinea has been clearly established by Lauterbach and Kersting, who, striking 
inland from Astrolabe Bay on the east coast, sighted many forest-clad ridges 
rising one behind the other, the vision being bounded north and west by a lofty 
range apparently from 13,000 to 16,000 feet high. 

Dr. Guillemard, well known as an authority on Oceania, has made this reading 
and reference book entirely worthy of the high reputation of the volumes in "Stan- 
ford's Compendium of Geography and Travel." It is likely for years to be the 
fullest record in one volume of our knowledge of this part of the world. 



